It’s time to think big about Australian agriculture

Get involved in the White Paper
Like you, the Australian Government wants an agriculture sector that lasts, a sector that grows and delivers a greater return to our nation. That’s why the government is developing an Agricultural Competitiveness White Paper. 
What the Agricultural Competitiveness White Paper can achieve
With your input, the White Paper will be the government’s plan to grow agriculture’s competitiveness, farm gate profitability and contribute to Australia’s prosperity – including the prosperity of our rural and regional communities. 
Input being sought now
The government has released an issues paper – the first step in developing the Agricultural Competitiveness White Paper. 

The issues paper identifies the key issues the government would like your input on and will guide the development of the White Paper.  The issues paper raises questions on matters that influence the competitiveness of Australian agriculture such as:

· food security

· improving farm gate returns, including drought management

· access to finance

· competitiveness through the value chain

· regional communities

· inputs along the supply chain

· reducing inefficient regulation

· enhancing agricultural exports

· effectiveness of incentives for investment and job creation.
The government would also like your views on any other issues you think are critical to agricultural competitiveness.  
Who should comment
Anyone involved or interested in agriculture is encouraged to read the issues paper and make a submission.  This includes farmers and land managers, community and farming groups, peak bodies and associations, businesses in the agriculture supply and value chain, governments, farm advisers, agronomists, accountants, education training providers, researchers, academics and individuals. 

If you have practical ideas to contribute, now is your chance to help shape the direction of this important sector. 
How you can contribute

Make a submission by 17 April 2014

agricultural.competitiveness@pmc.gov.au
www.agriculturalcompetitiveness.dpmc.gov.au
Agricultural Competitiveness Taskforce
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
PO Box 6500
CANBERRA  ACT  2600
Make a one-on-one appointment with the taskforce
The Agriculture White Paper Taskforce will visit around 25 rural towns and regional centres as well as the eight capital cities during the consultation on the issues paper. Those who are interested can make an appointment to meet one-on-one with the taskforce. 

The taskforce will also hold roundtables in these rural and regional centres with invited farmers and other agricultural representatives. 
To read the issues paper or to find out where the taskforce is going visit www.agriculturalcompetitiveness.dpmc.gov.au or call 02 6271 6272.
