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Invitation to make a written contribution to

a new book — ‘Landcare Making a Difference’
The Australian Landcare Council has been asked by the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, the Hon Peter McGauran MP, to oversee the publication of a new book celebrating Landcare’s achievements over the last 20 years.

The book will focus on how land managers have made lasting contributions to the management of Australia’s landscapes—‘Landcare Making a Difference’ will be a central theme.

The publication will be a relatively large, ‘glossy-floppy’ coffee-table book, with high-quality photographs. Much of the book will be Landcare stories from around Australia. The lessons learned from Landcare activities will be highlighted.

The publication will be targeted at a broad audience. It will have layers of information so that it will appeal to those who are familiar with Landcare and those who are new to it. There will be references to websites for further information.

The book will be used to promote Landcare to the general public, as well as to members of parliament, local government members, regional natural resource management boards, industry representatives, and potential corporate sponsors.

You are invited to make a written contribution to the book. If you wish to respond, please read the instructions in the accompanying document before preparing your contribution.

Please send your contributions to

 landcare@secretariat.com.au 

by 30 November 2007.

Thank you – the Landcare Council is grateful for your interest in reading this invitation and appreciates that it will take time to put together some material to send. 

Please note that your contribution may not necessarily be published—this will depend on the quality of the material and the total number of written responses received. However, material not published in the book may be published at a later time on a DVD or on a website. 
Instructions for providing contributions

Topics you could write about

It is planned that the book will include a very broad spread of stories about Landcare—the experiences of Landcare groups and individuals, their successes, as well as the lessons that have been learned. Just about anything will be accepted for consideration, as long as it is positive and meaningful. Some examples of what you could write are:

· a profile of your local Landcare group—how long they have been together, what keeps them together, the challenges they face and how they resolve them;

· an analysis of a particular Landcare project—what needed to be done, the resources put into the project, and what the outcomes were;

· important individuals in your region—how they have contributed to Landcare;

· a brief history of the range of different achievements that have occurred in your region as a result of Landcare activities;

· what the biggest single change has occurred in your district over the last two decades of Landcare;

· the way in which the new Regional bodies have supported Landcare in your region;

· the way in which government funding has helped people in your local area achieve on-ground action;

· projects carried out by schools and the way in which they have contributed to education about Landcare and NRM;

· an example of the way in which local businesses have assisted with Landcare activities;

· an example of the way in which rural industry groups have assisted with Landcare.

Guidelines for writing and presenting information

Please read the following guidelines for presenting your Landcare story.

· Material should be provided in electronic format as a MS Word document. 

· The style of writing for the case studies should be plain English, using past tense.

· Your case study should be no longer than 1000 words (2-3 typed pages). Supplementary material may be provided in the form of electronic attachments.

· It is highly likely that the material sent will be edited, in which case you will be sent the edited version and asked whether any information has been misrepresented, or errors introduced, during the editing process.

· Your story can be purely descriptive, or be backed by scientific data and other qualitative information. Tables and graphs can be included.

· Unless referring to your own individual project, all material sent should be cleared for publication by your organisation and not have any intellectual property attached to it. Individuals and groups will not be paid for contributions.

· You should get permission from individuals who are named in your story, and approval to publish what you write about them, before sending it to us.

· Please include in your covering email a contact name and address for further correspondence about your contribution. You should also provide links to any relevant websites. 

· The listing on the following page provides an outline of the proposed chapters and topics for stories. You may wish to nominate a topic to which your stories relates. You may also wish to submit several stories on different topics.

Sending photographs

Creative, high-quality images will greatly enhance the appeal of the book, complement the text and can be a highly informative medium in themselves. Pictures help tell your story. Please read and observe the following guidelines for presenting photographs.

· Photographs should be provided electronically in a high-resolution jpg format.

· Photographs which are too large to send by email (generally anything above 1 megabyte) should be burned to CD or DVD and sent by mail, clearly labelled with a contact name and title.

· Photographs should be accompanied by a suggested caption, the name of the photographer, the date of the photo, and the names of any people in the photograph (unless it is clearly an anonymous group photo). There should not be any intellectual property attached to photographs. However, where provided, names of photographers will be acknowledged in the publication.

· You should get permission from all individuals who are named in each photograph for their photograph to be published.

Further information

Further information about the ‘Landcare Making a Difference’ project can be obtained from the ALC secretariat:

Scott Wyatt

Executive Officer

Australian Landcare Council

PO Box 100 Deakin West ACT 2600

t: 02 6295 8199 f: 02 6295 8611

e: landcare@secretariat.com.au w: www.auslandcarecouncil.org

The Australian Landcare Council is the Australian Government’s policy advisory body on landcare and natural resource management matters.

It has a majority of community landcare members and meets quarterly to formulate advice which is provided to the Australian Government.

Proposed Compendium Contents

The Compendium has a provisional structure of three main parts.

1. The Landcare Imperative—Profitable and Sustainable Landscapes

· Landcare Principles and Practices—Farmers Drive Landcare

· Landcare Now—The Breadth and Depth of Landcare Achievement (Success Factors)

· Sustainable Futures—A Vision for Landcare Over the Next Decade 

2. People—the Foundation of Landcare

· Landcare Founded on Volunteerism

· Supporting and Growing Community Capacity (Networks, Knowledge and Skills)

· Landcare’s High Achievers (Award Winners)

· Caring for Country—Indigenous Landcare

· Landcare and Schools

· Diversity and the Broad Church of Landcare (Urban and Periurban Landcare, Coastcare, Waterwatch and Bushcare)

3. Support for Landcare

· Government Support for Landcare (Australian Government Involvement, and Landcare in the States and Territories)

· Landcare Facilitators and Coordinators 

· Landcare’s Links with Regional Policy and Planning

· Industry Partnerships in Landcare Action 

· Business Involvement in Landcare (the role of Landcare Australia Limited and contributions made by private sector sponsors) 

· The Role of Science in Landcare

· How to get in touch with Landcare in your region

Case Studies and Commentary 

The case studies and commentary will cover a broad range of topics, including:

· sustainable agriculture—changing farm management practices

· landscape restoration in rural communities

· climate change 

· salinity 

· weeds 

· pests and disease

· revegetation, tree planting and windbreaks

· soils health and stability

· riparian protection

· water health (monitoring)

· rangelands

· biodiversity conservation.

There will also be text boxes with other information, such as scientific data, definitions, and quotes from notable people. 
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